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St. Albans, Hertfordshire
Installing a sheet piled anchored wall for new retail development.

Aarsleff Ground Engineering have recently completed the 

installation of a retaining wall for a new retail development of 

Griffiths Way, St. Albans.

Based on the former Nation Grid gas works site, the £9 million 

retail park will provide the town with a wide range of shops to 

choose from, including a DIY store, food and non-food stores and 

a wide range of parking.

Aarsleff were awarded the contract by MCS group for 

the installation of a retaining wall to support the existing 

embankment at the back of the site. 

Commencing works at the beginning of October, Aarsleff utilised 

its ABI TM17 rig to install the 200no. 700mm AZ18 sheet piles 

using the latest variable moment hammer - MRZV 25VV - which 

can generate a maximum of 1350kN centrifugal force. The pile 

positions were also pre-bored with Aarsleff ’s ABI TM17 to break 

through a band of stiff clay and allow for a smoother drive of the 

sheet piles. 

Once the sheet piled wall was in place, Aarsleff then installed 

27no. ground anchors using their new Casagrande C6 XP-2 

drilling rig. The anchors were installed to hold back the sheet 

piled wall at its highest point and prevent movement from the 

embankment. To finish the wall construction, Aarsleff also 

installed a bespoke capping beam on top of the sheet piled wall 

to provide an aesthetically pleasing finish.

Aarsleff ’s construction manager Jim Wilson who oversaw the 

project said, “This project has been a great showcase, not only 

for our new Casagrande C6 drilling rig, but also showcasing our 

capability in delivering a multi-discipline solution from a single 

specialist contractor. We were able to bring all three elements 

together, of which all of them were delivery on time and to our 

clients programme.” 

Aarsleff completed the works on 6th November, having been on 

the site for a total of 6-weeks. 



www.aarsleff.co.uk

Aarsleff Ground Engineering Ltd, is the UK trading arm of Danish contracting giant Per Aarsleff A/S, 

and is one of the UK’s leading piling and geotechnical design and installation specialist contractors; 

actively promoting early consultation to ensure each scheme can be Value Engineered to give 

clients the best service, quality design, safety and value. Aarsleff ’s strategy and philosophy of 

investment into the future has resulted in its wholly owned subsidiary Centrum Pile Ltd having the 

most advanced precast pile production facilities in the UK, producing segmentally jointed precast 

concrete piles to BS En12794 to Class 1A.

Scope of Works

200no. 700mm AZ18 sheet piles, <11m lengths

27no. ground anchors

Client

Consolidated Property Group (CPG)

Contractor

MCS Group

Equipment

ABI TM17 with High Frequency Vibrator and 

Auger

Casagrande C6 XP-2

Construction period

30th September – 8th November 2019

Contact

Aarsleff Ground Engineering  |  info@aarsleff.co.uk  |  Tel 01636 611140


