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Plot 1 Warehouse, Port of Salford
Driving of precast concrete piles for new commercial warehouse.

The Port of Salford Warehouse is a multi-million pound 

commercial project being built at the National Import Centre by 

the Peel Land & Property Group and is the UK’s first tri-modal 

inland port facility and distribution park, accessible by mainline 

rail, motorway and inland waterway. The first phase of the 

development occupies a total area of 50 hectares, with phase 

two to follow bringing a further 4 million sq ft. of development 

properties. 

In a move that will create 280 jobs, food firm Culina has 

confirmed it is to become the first tenant of the development, with 

plans to occupy Warehouse 1 - a 280,000sq ft. unit. 

Buckingham Group Contracting Ltd awarded the £600,000 

foundation works contract to Aarsleff Ground Engineering, 

requiring them to install approximately 3700, 250-mm square 

driven precast concrete piles, of lengths between 4 and 

14-metres, using a class D joint. Aarsleff also undertook 

approximately 120 dynamic pile tests in lieu of static load tests.

Geological factors on the site meant a number of engineering 

decisions had to be made regarding the installation in preference 

to those relating to financial and programme. Specifically, 

high bedrock in one area of the site meant that the minimum 

effective pile length of 2.5m from pile cut-off to toe would not 

have been achieved. Therefore, in order to avoid having two 

different foundation types within the building, Buckingham Group 

Contracting decided to excavate and remove the sandstone in 

the affected area prior to installing the piling matt. This meant 

that driven piling could be utilised across the whole footprint of 

the building. 

The project took ten weeks to complete, with Aarsleff mobilising 

as many as three rigs at one point to ensure the programme of 

works was completed to time.
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Aarsleff Ground Engineering Ltd, is the UK trading arm of Danish contracting giant Per Aarsleff A/S, 

and is one of the UK’s leading piling and geotechnical design and installation specialist contractors; 

actively promoting early consultation to ensure each scheme can be Value Engineered to give 

clients the best service, quality design, safety and value. Aarsleff ’s strategy and philosophy of 

investment into the future has resulted in its wholly owned subsidiary Centrum Pile Ltd having the 

most advanced precast pile production facilities in the UK, producing segmentally jointed precast 

concrete piles to BS En12794 to Class 1A.

Scope of Works

3700no. 250mm x 250mm, L – 4 – 14m

Client

Peel Land & Property Group 

Contractor

Buckingham Group Contracting

Equipment

Junttan PM20, 

Junttan PM16

Junttan PM20HLC

Construction period

July 2015

Contact

Aarsleff Ground 

Engineering

info@aarsleff.co.uk

Tel 01636 611140


